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® | PREACHING, HEALING, TEACHING
¢ A Introduction
e 1 Matthew, Mark, Luke each present Jesus a with three-fold ministry
e a His ministry embraced
e (1) Preaching.
» (2) Healing.
s (3) Ieaching.

e b Each of these three terms are used in a same technical manner by the evangelists

e (1) They did not mean what they mean to us today

e (2) If we interpret them using our understanding of the words, we lose the careful presentations the
evangelists are offering us
o 2 These words are used by the evangelists with great precision

o a Mark: He off ior1 in which J o 1 ! first.and to Greeh
(afterwards)

¢ (1) Jesus crosses the Lake {the Sea of Galilee) separating, [as Mark incorrectly thinks] Jews and
Greeks
e {a) What Jesus does on one side of the shore, He does on the other

e [1] He Preaches, Heals, and has Controversies with His foes
e [2] He engages in each of these on both sides of the Lake, the Jewish and the Greek/Pagan

e (b) Mark carefully observes one major distinction, one major reservation to the “equat treatment”:
Jesus never teaches Greeks
e (2) There are two miraculous Feedings of Crowds: 5000 and 4000

e (a) The 5000 refers to people who are Jewish
e [1] Mark6:34
e [a] When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd _he had compassion on them. because they were fike
e [b] 35 By this time it was fate in the day, so his disciples came to him. “This is a remote place,” they
said, “and it’s already very late.

e [c] 36 Send the people away so that they can go to the surrounding countryside and villages and
buy themselves something to eat.”

» [d] 37 But he answered. “You give them something to eat.” They said to him. "That would take eight

eat?”
e o] 38 "How many loaves do you have?” he asked. "Go and see ” When they found out, they said.
i | two fish.”

e [f] 39 Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So
they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties.

e [g] 41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and fooking up to heaven. he gave thanks and broke
the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples fo set before the people He afso divided the two

fish among them all,
* [h] MWMMMWMWMWW&
pieces of bread and fish.
o [ 44 The number of the men who had eaten was five thousand.
e [2] All the numbers in the story have Jewish symbolism
e {a] The 5000 hints at the Jewish People formed by the 5 books of the Torah
e [b] The 12 baskets of bread crumbs suggest there is 1 for each of the 12 tribes of israel
» [3] Jesus first teaches them
e (b} The 4000 refers to people whe are Pagan, Greek, not Jewish
o [1] Mark 81
* [a] During those days another large crowd gathered, Since they had nothing o eat, Jesus called his
discipfes to him and said,
e [t 2l have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have
nothing to eat 3 If | send them home hungry, they will collapse on the way, because some of
them have come a long distance.”

e [c] 4 His disciples answered, “But where in this remote place can anyone get enough bread fo feed
them?”

e [d] 5*How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked. “Seven.” they replied.
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e [e] 6 He fold the crowd fo sit down on the ground. When he had taken the seven loaves and given
thanks. he broke them and gave them to his disciples to set before the people _and they did so.
e [f] 7 They had a few small fish as well; he gave thanks for them also and fold the disciples to
distribute them.

® (9] 81The people ate and were satisfied, Afterwards the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of
broken pieces that were left over.

» [h] 9 About four thousand men were present. And having sent them away.
e [2] All the numbers in this story have pagan symbolism
e [2] 4000 hints at those gathered
e {1} From the 4 corners of the world
e {2} And/or by the 4 winds
e {b] 7 baskets of bread crumbs suggests 1 for each of the 7 deacons who minister to Greek
speaking Christians in Acts
e {1} Acts 61
e {3} Inthose days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among
{ them compiained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overiooked
in the dail
e {b} 2 Sothe Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, "It would not be right for us to
neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables.

e [c} mmmmymﬂwmwm
R fy over to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer

and the ministry of the word "

® {d} 5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of
the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from
Antioch, a convert to Judaism.

e (e} 6 They presented these men to the aposties. who prayed and laid their hands on them.
e [3] There is no reference to Jesus teaching this crowd — we are not told why they stayed with Him
o b Matthew: He offers us the most technically correct selection and use of terms

® (1) On two occasions he carefully uses the Greek terms for “preaching, healing, and teaching” to describe the
mission of Jesus

e (3) Matthew4:23

o [1] ¢ . [E_EE'_E"!' aiming.t | of the ki

and curing every disease and iliness among the people,
e (D) Matfthew 935

® [1] Jesus went around to all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, prociaiming. the
gospe! of the kingdom, and curing every disease and ifiness.

e (2) Then in Chapter 10, Jesus sends forth the disciples {the Church) and He gives them a share in two of His
missions: to preach and to heal
e {a) Maithew10:5

e [1] Jesus sent oyt these fwelve after instructing them thus, "Do not go into pagan territory or enter a
Samaritan town. 8 Go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

e 2l Z As you go_make this proclamation. ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand." 8 Cure the sick raise
the dead. cleanse lepers drive oyt demans, Without cost you have received, without cost you are to
give.

e (b) Jesus (and Matthew) clearly do not include a mission to the disciples to teach!
& (3) Chapters pass and Jesus does not share the teaching mission with the disciples, the Church in embryo -

from Chapter 11 through Chapter 27 including the death of Jesus
e (4) Finally, in Chapter 28, in the last sentence of the Gospel, Jesus tells the disciples and the Church to teach!

*(a) Manhe.w..Z&Jﬁ

o [1] . -
they saw him, the v worshrped but they doubted.

e [2] 18 Then Jesus approached and said to them, “All power in heaven and on earth has been given fo
me. 19 Go therefore _and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father.

those who have experienced Jesus' death and resurrection
e B R is important that we remember the distinction between these three terms
o 1 Preaching simply announces God loving us
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e 2 Ifit is accepted, if it is believed in, (not “believed about,”) healing always results
¢ a The preaching and its acceptance “saves” the person,
e b The preaching and healing are intended to affect the whole person
e 3 The very experience of healing, in turn, demands the teaching
e a Teaching offers guidelines to deepen the experience of healing
e b And teaching offers cautions to protect it from harm _
¢ C Damage is done when the correct order of experiencing the ministry is reversed
e 1 After the preaching and healing, the teaching is a blessing,
e 2 Before the healing (and preaching) are experienced, the teaching is a curse, a burden
e a Sadly, most Christians today are taught long before they are offered the reality of the preaching
e b They are burdened with rules and laden with accepting difficult doctrines
# 3 And so the “Good News" becomes the "Fearful News™
« D Example:
o 1 Matthew 5:38
e 2 “You have heard that it was said _‘An eye for an eye and 4 footh for a tooth -
b 398 0 . id But if " he ri E -
e 2 As|grew up, | was taught about Jesus, but | was never offered Him and the experience of His love for me
e a | was taught what | shouid do
e (1) To avoid Hell
e (2) And, therefore, to slip into Heaven,
e b And | was taught what | should accept as truths of our faith (“believe about”)
e ¢ The focus of the teaching | received was not on what Jesus did
e (1) He saved me
e (2) And He offers me this satvation as a gift now
@ {3) Heloves me as |am

s d Rather, the focus was on an action | was ordered to do, a truth | was commanded to accept and a Heaven |
would win later
e e In short, | didn't get the “preaching;” | only was offered the teaching

e 3 When | heard the teaching about turning the other cheek, it was ot Good News
® a It convinced me what a poor Christian | was
e (1} | never intended to turn the other cheek
e (2) Rather, | schemed for months to get revenge
e b i would leave Church each year depressed by the “Good News!
@ 4 Then | experienced the preaching and the start of healing
¢ 2 | knew peace
e b Afew years later someone hurt me, and | began to resent him — really resent him
e (1) At2:00 AM, | couldn't sleep
e (a) |realized the guy | was hating was probably fast asleep
e (b) |wanted to call him up and wake him up
e (2) My first reaction added fuet to my anger
e ¢ Then i stopped and understood one part of the Sermon on the Mount
e (1) Jesus didn't tell me to turn the other cheek for his sake, for her sake
e {2) But He gave the teaching as a guidance for my sake
# (3) He died to give me His peace
# (a) He didn't want me to lose it over any small thing you or anyone else or everyone else did
e (b) I'mtoc important in His heart for Him to watch me waste His peace on anyone who has offended me
e d The teaching after the preaching and the healing became a blessing
¢ E Explanation of the Terms

e 1 Preaching
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e 3 Mark1:14
® () W@WW@WWM
The time is fulfiifed, and the kingdom of God has come near;_repent._and believe in the good news.”
e b Matthew4:12

e (1) When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he left Judea and returned to Galjlee 13 But instead of
going to Nazareth, he went to Capernaum, beside the Sea of Galilee, in the region of Zebulun and
Naphtali. ..

® (2 mmmmmwmnummmmﬁm Decayse the Kingdom of

e (3) mmgmuﬁ_ﬁmgmm
o (a) Notto suggesta place where we go when we die
e (b) Butas arespectfuf way to avoid saying the holy name of God
e ¢ “Kingdom
* (1) Can mean exactly that -- a place, a realm
e (2) Butit also can mean “Kingship® — The actual ruling presence of some power
e (3) Scripture scholars claim that in the NT the word almost atways means “Kingship,” “Rule,” “Reign”
® (4) The term means that “God's power is here”
e (2) God’s power (love, sefvice) is here in Jesus
e [1] The power that was expected to enter the world to save us
e [2] Therefore let Jesus become the basis of our peace
o (b) “Jesus is here as a gift to you; accept Him"
e [1] Jesus is God loving, serving, healing, forgiving, cleansing you (and all of us!)
e [2] Let Him love, serve, heal, forgive, and cleanse you
® [3] Accept Him as a gift! unearned! incapable of being earned!
o d “Repent”
e (1)} This word aisc needs expianation
o (2) The Greek word is “Metanoia”
e (a) ‘Repent” suggests to us “guilt” or “sorrow”
¢ (b) Neither meaning has anything to do with the Greek word “metanoija”
# (c) Both English words tend to have us turn our attention inward upon ourselves
# [1] Jesus, on the other hand, calls us to turn our attention outward
e [a] Upon Him first - to accept His love as a gift
e [b] Then upon our neighbors -- to share them as His love gift

e [2] Someone crushed with guilt and/or sorrow is useless to Jesus as a disciple since he/she can't
withess
e (3) The word means “change directions”

e (a) Ifwe were heading north, we should change to going south
» (b) We were believing in ourselves; we should now believe in Jesus
e (¢) We were trying to save ourselves; we should now let Jesus save us
e 2 Healing: the immediate result of the preaching's acceptance
e a It always occurs on the level of our Spirit
e (1) | am offered serenity, peace
e (2) | bask in the wonder of learning that God ioves me!
s b So | can love myself!
e (1) |can love God's love in me!
e (2) With my mind | can accept this miracle even when my feelings can't sense it
e ¢ The healings that Jesus performs are signs of the wholeness God wills for each of and for all of us

e (1) Luke 7.20
® (3) Mmmm@mm_mmf_&awmwmﬂmm
hould ! -~

was fo come,
® (b) 21 At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight

to many who were biind.
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® (¢} 22 So he replied to the messengers, *

rou have seen and heard: The
blind receive sight. the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured the deaf hear the dead are
raised._and the good news s preached to the poor.
e (d) 23 Biessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.”
e 3 Teaching: everything eisel
e a ltincludes all the rules of living

e b ltincludes all doctrines, teachings, theological ideas

¢ ¢ The purpose of the teaching is no less important than that of the preaching and the healing; teaching
is intended

» (1) To safeguard the healing against threats like
e (a) Hate
e (b) Lust
e (c) Greed

e (2) To offer ideas on ways to broaden the reality of Jesus and His peace
e (a) By serving others
e {b) Or by uniting with others in a viable community

o 4 Most Christians get introduced to teaching, not preaching
e a They are given the impression that salvation flows from
e (1) Accepting the right truths - no matter how difficult this acceptance may seem

® (2) And obeying the rules and iaws that a particular Church focuses upon as central
# b This impression is completely wrong

e (1) Salvation consists in the acceptance of Jesus and His love

e {2) True religious truths are derived from this experience of Jesus and His peace

e {3) Correct moral laws are derived from this experience of Jesus and His peace
s I SUNDAY SERMONS — WHAT IS CHRISTIANITY?

e« A Let me share a typical Catholic experience of sermon topics years ago
¢ 1 [See Figure 1]

e 2 Week 1 Church {aw Demands abstaining from Meat Every Friday of the Year
e 3 Week 2. We Must Reject the Evifs of Evolution: The World Was Created in Seven Days

-Ammmmwmmm

Ezenmaece_m_tae_wd.mm (Even back then rt wasn't!)

e B All these topics seemed to be discussed, preached, and taught as being equally true, equally important
e C Then the Vatican Council began changing the “accidentals” of the Catholic faith

¢ 1 The Mass was translated from Latin into the language of each nation and celebrated in this vernacular
tongue

s 2 Abstinence from meat on Fridays was made voluntary

e a Catholics were treated as adults capable of making their own choices for spiritual growth
e b They were not to be treated as immature children needing parents (the Church) as their rulers

e D Atthe same time Scripture scholarship opened up our understanding of literary forms, allowing us to interpret the
Scriptures in the spirit in which they were originally written

e 1 The Seven Day creation story was no longer taught as needing literal acceptance
¢ a Evolution was allowed

e b It was allowed provided we believe that God directly intervened in the creation of each person
e 2 Limbo was no longer needed

e a Baptism was no longer seen as a prerequisite for children to be admitted to Heaven
e b Parents were urged to wait until the child was heaithy before bringing the infant to Church for Baptism
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o E Dazed by the rapid changes, some people lost their faith
o 1 If some of these “truths™ were no longer “true,” what about the rest?
e 2 Their concept of Christianity consisted of straight line truths, all equally true and important
e 3 [f one of these teachings could be changed or removed, then all of then could be
e F Here is true Christianity as it should be presented in sermons,
o 1 [See Figure 2]
o 2 Circle 1:4 - Chyistianity bedi th it x P hing)
e 2 He is our faith
s b He saves us
e (1) By forgiving us as we are
e (2) By loving us as we are
o ¢ No sermon should ever just assume His importance

1077710 3:39:10 AM

¢ (1) My experience at Protestant and Catholic funerals shows clergymen assume Jesus and talk about side
issues

e (Z2) We are not saved by the Bible, but by the acceptance of the God revealed by these Biblical texts

LI
« a In Scripture:

e (1} Murder is evil -- it offends the service Jesus offers and calls us to receive it and share it

e (2) The Final Coming of Jesus will complete our experience of the love He is offering us; He loves us too
much to leave us incomplete in this love

e b In The Living Tradition of Chuich:
e (1) Each of the Seven Sacraments communicate Jesus to us
e (2) They are all needed to round out our experience of Him
e 4 Circle 3:.C s A t of . . ! i g christi [ ! ) :

e a Hecan't be fully man — Yes He is!
e b He can't be fully God -- Yes He isl
o ¢ He can save the living, but not the dead -- Yes He can!
e (1) “He came to judge the living and the dead”
e (2) 1Corinthians 15:12
e (a) Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead. how can some of you say there is no resurrection
of the dead?
o (b) 13ifthere is no resurrection of the dead then Christ has not been raised.
® 5 Circle 4: Theological Ideas: Theology is the result of Christians pondering and organizing their grasp of Jesus and
the refigion that flowed from an experience of Him -
e a God gave us minds
e (1) He gave them to us because He wants us to use them
e (2) Using them includes using them on our experiences of Jesus
e (3) God did not fence off religion as the only area in which we are forbidden to use our minds
e (4) Religion is for humans, not for parrots
e b The Trinity tells us that one Ged is experienced by us in three persons, three aspects
e (1) The NT just makes references to the Father, the Son, and the Spirit
e (a) H never tries to reconcile these references with *One God”
e (b) Eventually, philosophy was adapted to the Bible and Tradition to produce Theology
e (2} Theology’s conclusion is that there is only one God but three expressions, Persons, “masks”
e (a) All are equal
e (b) Allare one
e § Circle & Moral rules: These guidelines flow from all the above
¢ a Since we are called to love and serve each other and all others, — how can we murder?
e b Because we are forgiven, we must forgive
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e ¢ We were not created to hoard the wonders of the universe; rather, we were called to share our goods, our
blessings, with others
= d Since we have been graced freely with love, we must love as freely

o 7 Circle 6: Lit - Qur ritual hip also f ; " ier circl
e a A “Feared God” is worshipped with awe
» (1) The Dark Ages' introduced fear and superstition
e {a) God was worshipped in a “magic” language unknown to the unclean multitude
e (b) This language intensified the sense of "other” present among us
e (2) Outdated rites, strange vestments, gaudy altars added to the fear
e D A “Loving God" should be accepted and welcomed with gratitude
e (1) He comes to us as we are
e (a) No special language is needed
e (b) The altar should look like a table
e (2) Our services should help us meet our God, not fear and avoid Him
o8 W fisti jsh ¢ he CI . | the Unct .
# 2 The Unchanging
e (1) Hebrews 13:8
e (a) Llesus Christ is the same yesterday and foday and forever”
e (2) Circle 1: Jesus Christ the Lord. He cannot change
o (3 Cirgle 2. The truths He taught in Scripture and Tradition must remain the same

® {a} Of course we must separate truths which are unchangi_ng fmm_thg_dgtaus_(jagta)_um_tg

e [2] The truth taught that Jesus can save (judge} the dead as weii as the living

e [3] it was misinterpreted to teach that Jesus will weigh all equally, dead and alive, in the scales of God's
severe justice

e (4} Circle 3 Jesus assures that the Creeds remain valid
e (a) But they must be understood against the background of the efrors they correct
¢ (b} And they must be understood according to the meanings of the languages used to declare

them
e {1] We must nct read our meanings into these creedal terms

e [ ‘He descended ipto “Hell™

¢ [a] The claim is confusing and upsetting because of our understanding of “hell®

e [b] It is repugnant to Christians today to combine Jesus and Hell in one thought

e [c] The word actuaily referred to the realm of the dead
e {1} Hebrew “Sheol®
e {2} The lower world, the depths, the pit

e [d] Jesus reached into the jaws of death and restored life

e b The Changing
e (1) Circle 4. Theological ideas. New insights shouid deepen and correct our refigious understanding
e (a) All*interest’ was condemned as “usury,” a grave sin during the Middle Ages because it was seen

as unfair gain made off another’s need
e [1] As feudalism yielded to capitalism, later reflection showed most “interest” is

e [a] Justified by a risk of no repayment
e [b] And necessary for the commerce heeded to raise the poor out of their poverty
e [2] So only excessive “interest” is condemned today
e (b) Limbo (treated later}
e [1] It was created to keep God “loving”
e [a] It was a place where unbaptized children went
o {1} Scripture seemed to say they couldn't go to Heaven
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. {2} But é Loving God couid;'ft cdnsign them to Hefl
e [D] John 3:5
e (1} Jesus answered, "Amen, amen. { say to you, no onhe can enter the kingdom of God without
2 ; Soid

o (2} 6 Whatist f flesh is flest | what js.z ¢ spirit s S
e {3} 7 Do not be amazed that | told you, 'You must be born from above.’
e [2] They couldn't go to hell — God was too fair to punish them

o [3] But the reading of John seemed to say they couldn't go to heaven — God was too good not to bless
them with a place of serenity, even though it was a far cry from heaven

e [4] Today, John’s scripture is no longer seen as demanding Baptism for infants to attain
Heaven

® [a] Therefore, nearly no Catholics believe in Limbo
e [b] The mercy and goodness of God no longer require Limbo to keep children out of Hel!

.(2} - VIO CXHC Of! ROUY DC FCHNCd g We UINICIC QICE & O gang (N MegiMiilg
clearly
e (a) Probably we will outlaw one day

o [1] Allwar
e [2] Al Capital punishment
e (b) We were close to denouncing all use of atomic weapons a few years ago
e (3 Circle 6. Liturgy should always make the Jesus of history present to this community of today
» (a) Jesus took flesh according to the customs of His time
e [1] He spoke Aramaic, maybe Hebrew, possibly Greek
e [2] He dressed in their garments
e [3] And He ate their food
e (b} Jesus must continue to take flesh according to the customs of each time and place
s [1] Inthe language of each local people
e [2] In the dress of these people
o {3] With the food customs of these people
e G Conclusion
o 1 All sermons should reflect the reality of the Circles
¢ a They should preach Jesus
o b Normally, they should start and end in the center circle

# 2 These sermons should then go out to one of the other circles to reflect what the experience of Jesus
means in a practical situation today in this Circle
e a Jesus washes us clean simply because we are dirty

e b Therefore, as a Church we must aiways be open to all the unclean of the world
e 3 If sermons begin in any outer circle (from Circle 2 on)
s a They must come into the center
e b Otherwise they are offering us idol worship
e {1) They are giving us the impression that this truth or that rule will or can save us
e (2) Jesus alone can accomplish our salvation
¢ ¢ Remember this each time you hear a sermon
e {1) Has it introduced you to Jesus?
e (a) Has it offered a deeper experience of Jesus?
e (b) Has it focused you on the center circle?
e (2) Or has it left you dangling out on a rim?
o Ul THELIFE OF JESUS®
e A We know so few hard facts about Jesus
e 1 He was born in Bethliehem
e 2 He was raised in Nazareth
e 3 He taught in both_Galilee and Judea
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e a Made Capernaum his home base
e b Gathered some followers
e 4 He was crucified by Pontius Pjlate
e 5 And He rose from the dead
« B Most of the facts of His life are hidden from us
¢ 1 The Gospels maintain nearly complete silence about the years before He began His ministry
e 2 And they maintain complete silence on some incidental points that are of key interest to us
e a What did He look like? What was His physical appearance?
o b Did He have any hobbies?
& ¢ We can infer that He had some language skills
e (1) We know from a reference in Luke that Jesus was literate: He could read the scriptures

e (a) Luke4:14"
e [1] Then Jesus refurned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news of Him went out through alf the
surrounding region. 15* And He taught in their synagogues, being glonﬂed by all.

® (2) More than His ability to read, this passage also implies an abiiity to read Hebrew since in a synagogue
service the Torah was first read in this language, then in an Aramaic transtation
e (3) Aramaic was the language of His people so He must have spoken it

» (4) Jesus possibly spoke and read Greek since it was the common commercial language of His time, a
language both many Jews and Gentiles could comprehend
# C The NT silence about details of the life of Jesus results from the fact that the Church

o 1 Did not preach_ghbout Jesus
o 2 But preached Jesus
e D We are fairly sure
o 1 Jesus called disciples, people to remain with Him
e a They travelled with Him in Galilee and Judea
e b He selected 12 for a special, symbolic position
® 2 He taught -- especially using parables, stories which He told to prod thinking
¢ 3 And He ministered mainly to Jews — if not exclusively so

® a He ministered in small towns or farm areas rather than in the large metropolitan areas (where Paul
mainly focused his later ministry)
e b His examples reflect this agrarian background: sheep, sowers, vines

e (1) Mark4:1*
® (g) Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered round him was so large that he got
into a boat and sat in it out on the fake, while aﬂ the people were along the shore at the water’s edge. 2*
He taught them many things by parables, I
his seed. 4* As he was scatfering the seed. some fell along the path,_and the birds came and ate it up,

e 4 Within 20 years of His death, massive changes occurred among His followers — Paul’s Churches were
composed mainly of Greeks living in large cities
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e a There are few rural references in the letters of Paul
e b His examples come from large city life: athletic races, armor, buildings, lawsuits
¢ (1) Romans 1312
® (a) The night is nezgy over; the day is aimost here, So lef us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on
the armor of lig

¢ {2) 1Corinthians 3.9*

*® (a) Do you nof know that in arace all the runners run. buf onfy one gets the prize? Run in such g way asto
gei the prize.
e IV A SUMMARY OF THE MESSAGE OFFERED THE WORLD BY THE EARLY CHURCH

e A The long promised, long anticipated “Age of Fulfillment” is here
¢ 1 This message connects the Old and New Testaments

® 2 We must grasp the significance of this teaching, this building of the new upon the foundations laid in
the old

¢ 3 God doesn’t alter His pattern of relating with us when He sends us Jesus, when we have dramatic
encounters with Jesus today
¢ b Rather God intensifies it

e (1) Therefore, the OT is relevant and remains relevant
o (a) God did not lead mankind “north” in the OT
e (b) He did not then change our direction {o “west” or “south” in the NT

@ (2) The same holds true for our personal lives
e (a) God led us in one direction toward Him in the OT of our lives — when we had partial knowledge of Him
e (b) And then He intensified our directions to Him in the NT

e (3) Consequently, all that goes before remains relevant
e (a) It's easy to dismiss our history before our “conversion” as wasted time
e (b) But our whole history has been fashioned by God to be used by Him through us

e 3 But the Einal Age has begun
s a The great Day of the Lord announced by prophets has begun

e (1) Joel 21

e (3) We should remember the messages of both of these readings
o (a) Before Amos, the Jews had looked smugly for the Day of The Lord
e [1] They expected God to intervene against all His enemies
e [2] They equated “God’s enemies” with “their enemies”
e [a] Sothey thought God would kill all their foes
e [b] And they would live “happily ever after”
e (b) From Amos on, the prophets gave a new interpretation to this old idea
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e [1] God would intervene decisively in history.
e [2] He would act against gl His enemies
e [a] Those ouytside [srael
e [b] But also those within Israel - those violating the social demands of the covenant
e b Qur God has decisively entered history
o ¢ And everything that this God offered us before is now being brought to completion in and by Jesus
# 4 There is nothing more to follow after this
e a There is only one remaining event that will yet occur in history, the completion of what has begun
¢ b But there are differing expectations about when this will ocour
e 5 The “Synoptics” (Matthew, Mark, Luke) and Paul present one view
e a Each of these seem to offer some future completion when Jesus returns
e (1) We have a touch of the Spirit now
e (2) We will receive the complete Spirit only when Jesus returns
e b Great stress is placed upon remaining alert to welcome the Son of Man as He returns
e (1) Matthew 25:1*

® (3) “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the

bridegroom. 2" Five of thern were foolish and five were wise,
® (b) 3* The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oif with them. 4* The wise, however, took oif in
jars a!ong with their lamps. before keep walch, because you do not know the day or the hour.

and buy some for yourselves,’

o (0 10 Butwhiel e buy the oil. the bri ved. The virains w!
went in with him to the wedding banquef And the door was shut,

e (g} 11* - aterthe others also came. ‘Sirl Sirl’ they said, ‘Open the door for us!’ 12* "But he replied 1 tell you
the it . ;

® (2) In His fifth and final sermon in Matthew, Jesus offers several stories cautioning preparation for
His return

e {a) Maithew 24:32 - 33 The Fig Tree
e [1] 32 “Now fearn this parable from the fig free’ When its branch has already become fender and puts
forth leaves._you know thaf summer s near. 33 "So you also when you see glf these things Know
that it is near—at the doors!
o [2] Its leaves predict summer
e [3] Sowatch out for the events that Jesus announced that will predict His return
e (D) Matthew 2437 -- 30 The Days of Nogh

o [1] 37 “Buf as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be 38 "For as in the
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying.and giving in marriage until the day
that Noah entered the ark.

o 21 39° id not / i the fiood : I it ng.of t
of Man be.
e [3] People went about their lives unaware of the danger and were drowned

® [4] The same kind of tragedy (though spiritual this time) will happen to the unprepared when Jesus
returns

e {c) Matthew 24:42 -- 44 The Thief at Night
the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not
. ;

o [2] 44 "Therefore you also be ready. for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect,

» [3] ¥ an owner knew when a thief was coming, he’'d keep watch and not lose his wealth
e [4] We need to keep watch for Jesus
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e [2] 47 “Assuredly, | say to you that he will make him rufer over all his goods.
e [4] 50 ‘the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not fooking for him and at an hour that
he is pot aware of 51 “and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the hrypocrites. There
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
s [S5] When the master returns, he will reward stewards who treated other servants rightly

e [6] And he, {Jesus,) will punish those who abuse their fellow servants
e (¢} Mafthew 25:1 - 13 The Five Wise and the Five Foolish Virgins

o[l L ] . _ )

Mf bl mﬂwme—w.” fve of t - ins who fook their lamps and went out fo
® [2] 3 “Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oif with them, 4 "but the wise took oil in their
vessels with their lamps. 5 “But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and siept.

e [3] 8 "And at midnight 2 cry was heard. Behold, the bridegroom is coming, go out to meet him!" 7 “Then
all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. 8 “And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of
your oil, for our lamps are going out.’

e [4] 9 “But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there should not be enough for us and you, but go rather

to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’ 10 "And whife the
(¢t ! ! in with hi E ding: and the d

e [5] 11 "Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, Lord Lord 12
. said_‘Assuredly. | say to you I do nof know you.’
] 13 “Watch therefore for vou know peither the day nor the hour in which the Sor of Man is coming,

e [7] The wise virgins are prepared for a delay
e [8] The foolish virging are not

not sown._and gathering where
. . ‘You wicked and laz
Lhave not sown.

® [6] 29 ‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who
does not have, even what he has will be taken away. 30 'And cast the unprofitable servant into the
outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

s [7] Carefully “safeguarding” our talents until the end is not what Jesus wants
e [8] He desires that we risk using these talents and He promises to reward us for taking the risks
e {g) Matthew 25:31 — 46 The Return and the Division into Sheep and Goats
* [ 3LWhen e Son of Map commes i His oo, and allthe ol aacle with i then Ho uil i on
the throne of His glory. 32 "All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them

e (2) 33°And He will set the sheep on His right hand. but the goats on the lefl.

o [ . . ) : His right hand. ‘G ! b { of My E inheri
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:

® (4] 35 ‘for | was hungry and you gave Me food; | was thirsty and you gave Me drink; | was a stranger
and you took Me in;
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e [5] 36 f was naked and you clothed Me; | was sick and you visited Me, | was in prison and you came
to Me.”

o (6) 37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You,
or thirsty and give You drink?

e (7) 38 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You?

(8) 39 ‘Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’
9] 40 "And the King will answer and say fo them, ‘Assuredly. I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to
one of the jeast of these My brethren you did it to Me
e (10) 41 "Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed into the
everasting fire prepared for the devif and his angels:
e (11) 42 ‘for | was hungry and you gave Me no food, | was thirsty and you gave Me no drink;

e (12) 431 was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did hot clothe Me, sick and in
prison and you did not visit Me.”

e (13) 44 “Then they also wilf answer Him, saying. ‘Lord. when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?”

» (14) 45 "Then He will answer them, saying. Assuredly. [ say to you, inasmuch gs vou did notdo it to
one of the least of these, you did not do ft {o Me
e (15) 46 "And these will go away infc everlasting punishment, buit the righteous into eternal life.”

e [16] People are judged according to the way they used their blessings to feed needs in the hearts of
others
e [17] Jesus is challenging us today

s [a] To develop our blessings
e [b] To use them to help others
e 6 John offers us a very different view
e a Everything that is to happen in history is being realized now!
e (1) The Father is offering us ali His love in the continuous re-giving of His Son
e (2) The Son is offering us all His love in the continucus re-giving of His Life, His Spirit

# b The gospel includes a few hints of some future completion, but it's stress is on recognizing who
Jesus is nowt
e B This Age is here in the ministry, death, resurrection of Jesus

o 1 Notin the message of Jesus but in the person of Jesus
e a Many Christians think our religion consists in
# (1) Listening to
e (2) And obeying what Jesus said
e b They are wrong
e 2 Christianity is Jesus
e a Not what He said — “"But who He is”
e b What He said and did can help us experience_who He js
e 3 His preaching and teaching were works of power — He taught with “authority”
e 4 His healings and exorcisms were works of power
e 5 Together they were signs that our God was.in our world
e a Acting
e b Acting to help us!
e ¢ Acting to save us!
o C The Kingship is most fully established in and by the death of Jesus, The Crucifixion
e 1 The death of Jesus offers a rich symbolic meaning that is often overlooked
e 2 St Paul challenges us: we preach Christ crucified!
e a Astumbling block
e b Anda folly
e ¢ 1 Corinthians 1.22
® (1) For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified_a stumbling biock
fo Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called

_both Jews and Greeks Christ the
Rower of God and the wisdom of God.
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e (2) 25 For God's foolishness js wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human
strength,

s 3 Why “proclaim,” (“joyfully announce,”) the death?
¢ a2 Why proclaim His death rather than His resurrection?
e (1) By itself, Easter is a great event for Jesus, but what about us?
s (2) Good Friday is the great event for us
e {2) 1Cornthians 11.26
e [1] Foras oftep as you eaf this bread and drink the cup, you prociaim the Lord's death uniil he comes.
e (b} Galatians 614
e [1] May | never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been
cucified to me., and I to the world,
e (3) Isn'tit strange Paul doesn't say, “May [ never boast except in the empty. grave?”
e b Good Friday shows us how much God loves us_as we gre
e (1) Jesus died for sinners
e (2) His death was both a real action and also a symbolic action
o (3) We understand death: it is total
e (4) Jesus offers us, as sinners, all of His life, all of His love
e ¢ Easter adds an additional note of joy once we have Good Friday
e {1) It assures us of the victory of the love of the cross
o {2) Nothing in us or the world can kill this love
e d Jesus died and rose
» (1) The folly of the cross shows the wisdom of God
e (a) Love changes lives
e (b} Power, at best, only changes external behavior
e (2) The weakness of the cross shows the power of God
e {(a) Love conguered and converted the world
e (b} The empires based on the sword all collapsed into dust
e (¢) The persecuted Church has endured
e (3) The victory of Jesus shows the victory of love and of service
e (a) Of love over hate
e (b) Of service over power
e 4 The death is seen as a "ransom” — but a ransom paid to whom?
e 3 Mark10:45
e (1) Eorthe Son of Man came not to be served but to serve and to give his life a ransom for many.”

s b For about 1000 years, many Christians have echoed a traditional understanding: the ransom was paid

to_God
e (1) We have sinned

» (a) We are guilty
e (b) And afine is due before we can be guiltless, pardoned, innocent again
e (¢} However, there is no way for us to pay the proper fine to God
o [1] The infinite honor of God has been offended
# [2] The fine must amend this infinite hurt
e [3] But we are only finite and can never pay infinite amends
e (2) Therefore, the Father sends Jesus
e (a) Because He is innocent, He can pay a fine for athers
e (b} And because He is God Himself, His death offers the Father the proper fine

e (3) Actually, this solution is not a solution — it creates a disturbing demagogue in place of our loving
Father
e {a) Our God is a God of justice

e (b) How can His justice be satisfied by the death of an innocent persen?
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» {4) This solution is not based upon even one clear teaching in the whole NT
o (a) There are a few insignificant scripture hints that might be used to support this theses
» (b) The solution, however, is based upon our notion of justice not upon God's sense of justice

o ¢ Before this, a theologian, aware that the ransom would not be paid to God, offered a theory that sounds very
strange to us: the ransom was paid to Satan/
e (1) It was made to free us from His realm

# (2) The quote from Jesus demanded that a ransom needed to be paid to someone
e (a) Christians realized there was no need to pay it to Father
e (b) But they couldn't believe who the true recipients actually were
e (c) God's truth was too mind boggling for their culture

e (3) No one accepts this theory of a ransom to Satan today

» d There is a solution that defends God's justice and reflects the ministry of Jesus: the ransom is paid
by God to us!
e (1) Sin broke our intimacy with God:

o (a) Humanity strayed away from God

e {b) We were lured by the beauty and good of the universe

e (¢} We chose things that were good but not good enough to satiate our need for infinite love
e (2) God sought to win us back to His love
e (3) Consequently, He offered us more than the whole universe could: Himself!

» (a) Jesus emptied Himself on our behalf

e (b) The Father gave all He has as a love gift: His Son

® (¢) The Son gave all He has as a love gift: His life, His Spirit

¢ (4) Remember that in the Temple sacrifice, the death and offering of the animal was intended to
reflect
e (a) At-one-ment

o (b) Not “satisfaction”
» (5) This solution is scriptural
e (@) Paul challenges us to remember “You were bought at a pricel”
e (b) 1Corinthians 6:20
e [1] For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.
e (¢) 1Corinthians 7:23
e [1] You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of human masters,
e (d) He repeated the thought twice in the same letter
e [1] We need to be shocked
# [2] This is our worth
e (&) Lets actit, let's live it

e (2) “Trulythis is the Son of God!
e (@) This witnessing is made by a pagan
e {b} The pagan was responsible for killing Him
e (c) He makes his profession at the moment of Jesus' death because only then is our God correctly visible
e b Jesus as God is not recognized in any actions of lesser service
s (1) Not recognized by His disciples
e (2) Not recognized by His family — not even by Mary, in Mark's Gospel
e ¢ The death of Jesus is a sacrament: a sign of God's total love for us
e 6 It shows us that Jesus loves us all equally
e a Death is 100%, so His love is 100%
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e (1) Therefore it was offered equally for and to all of us
e (2) ButHedoes notfove us all the same
e (a) To do so would ignore our individuality
e (b) He loves each of us as we need to be loved
o b Death means also that Jesus can’t take His love back!
e (1) He can't stop loving us
e (2) He must love us regardless of what we do
e (3) Ihistruthis why we know He died for sinners
e 7 The Cross, thus, breaks the cycle of evil; it removes the effects of sin
e a Jesus takes all hate, suffering into Himself
e b And all these die with Him!
e (1) Colossians 213"

e (a) He forgave us all our sins, 14 having cancelled the written code with its requiations, that was against
us and that stood opposed fo us: he took it away, nailing i to the cross,

o ¢ We are saved from these
o d Saying that Jesus hates sinners destroys the meaning of the cross
e 8 There is an important corollary to the Cross: we can't fear a dead God!
e 3 lJohn4:18
o (1) 18TF ) ear 2 foct | i rear | ; o witt ) I
one who fears js not made perfect in fove.
o (2) Thergis no fearin love. but perfect jove casts outf fear.
e b We resurrect Jesus oo soon
e {1) He was buried
e {2) He remained dead for 1 1/2 days
@ (3) Who can fear a dead God?
e ¢ Let Him stay dead until all fear is gone from our religion
oD TheR . tifies the vict f the Kingshi ! id
e 1 Jesus “is raised” from the dead

# a Remember that the Biblical culture was different from ours
e (1) Our culture
o (a) Spotlights the individual
» (b} Seeks achievement, accomplishment
e (¢) Has no respect for quitters
# (2) The culture at time of Jesus
e (a) Spotlighted the group. not the individual
e (b) Was basedon
e [1] Gaining honor for the group
e [2] Avoiding shame
e b The uitimate public act of shame was crucifixion
e (1) Ehilippians 2:5*
» {3) Your aftitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:

» (b) 6*Who, being in very nature God,_did not consider equality with God something to be grasped. 7* but
MMUQMWWMW

e (e) 10" that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
e () 11* and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
e {2) Jesus died shamed by the standards of His world
e ¢ Butthe Father's raising Jesus is eternity's greatest act of honor
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e (1) By this raising, the Father announces that the world’s values are not His
e (2) He values service
o (3) He vaiues emptying self not filling self
e 2 The resurrection is not “revivification.” coming back to life after death
e a For years that's what | thought it was
e b Htis much more than Jesus coming back from the dead
e (1) Lazarus, the widow of Naim's son, and Jairus’ daughter all died and came back to life
e (2) Nevertheless they zll died again
¢ 3 Jesus enters into a new dimension of living
e a His Body no longer limits His Spiit
e b Rather His Spirit shatters all the limitations of the flesh
@ 4 The act is never described in the canonical Gospels
e a It can't be described or experienced by us
e (1) It can't be described in a picture based on “time”
e (2} Norcan it be understood by anyone locked into time
e b Here is a Geometric similarity
e (1) Plane geometry can never understand a solid
® {2) An object in plane geometry can merely experience being touched by an object from solid geometry

® 5 People in time can be touched by and experience the Risen Jesus but they cannot fully understand Him or His new
mode of existence
e 6 Easter must include the Ascension

e a Actually the entire return of Jesus from the dead is all one great mystery
® b The Ascension is the Biblical way of teaching us
¢ (1) He never dies again
e (2) And He shares the life, the godliness of God
e 7 The Risen Lord never appears to anyone just to impress them
o @ Hismissi . fer East

e b His appearances call and challenge people
e (1) To found the Church; reffected by John at the feeding of the 7 at Galilee
e (2} John21.15

e [1] When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, jﬂwmmwm
more than these?” "Yes, Lord " he said, “you know that [ love you."” Jesus said, "

e [2] 16 Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you
know that | love you.” Jesus said,_“Take care of my sheep.”

e [3] 17 The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because
Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know
that I love you.” Jesus said, _“Feed my sheep.

e (2) To send people out with His mission:

e (a) Mary Magdalene
e [1] Mark161
e [a] When the sabbath was over. Mary Magdalene. and Mary the mother of James and Salome ...
went tothe tomb .

e [b] 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right
side; and they were alarmed. 8 But he said to them, "Do not be alarmed, you are looking for
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the
place they laid hrm
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e [b] 18And Jesus came and said to them. “All authorify in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
MWWMMMM@M
e [c] 20 and feaching them to obey everythmg that | have commanded you. And remember, | am with
you afways, to the end of the age.”

e (c) IThe whole Church
e [1] Luke 24:33
® [a] That same hour they... returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions

gathered together...
e [b] .36 While they were taikrng about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said fo them,

"Peace be with you.”

e 1 Because Jesus is with the Father, He is able to offer us the Holy Spirit
e 2 At Pentecost Luke offers us a symbolic description of the Church’s reality
e a The Spirit of Jesus is alive in His followers in this world

e b Luke:

e {1) He presents the Spirit as a mighty wind, breath, spirit -- all the same word in both Greek and
Herbrew/Aramaic -- prompting us to mission

o (2) Babelis ended

® (3) In Acts after Pentecost the Church continues to witness to Jesus, to carry on His mission
e ¢ Matthew

e (1) ‘Go therefore”— Jesus is giving.us a Mission

e (2) ’iam with you (va'll} always” — He offers us Empowerment for the mission

®(b) 19~ d baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
lo. L am with you afways.even to the end of the age.” Amen,
e d John
e (1) Jesus breathes on (en-spirits) the disciples
» {2) ”Receive the holy spirit” - He interprets His sacramental action
e (3) John 20:19

e (a) When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week,...Jesus came and stood among them and
said, "Peace be with you."

® (b) w&mwm&mmwum
he had saidq this,_he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirif.

e (c) Mmmmmmj&mmmmmmﬂmmmmmm
e 3 The Church js called to continue the mission of Jesus in His Spirit. His power
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e a Itis called to offer the world love
e b It is called to preach, to heal, to teach
e F Jesus will return to complete what He has begun
e 1 Evil, disorder, sin are still part of the world in which the Church lives
e 2 Yet these were vanquished by Jesus

® (1) Wmmmmmm&mﬂmmmw
dominion,_authority and power 25* For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.
e (2) 26*The last enemy to be destroyed is death

o b His victory offers us hope

e ¢ But this victory is not yet the reality in which we live on earth
e 3 The Church must still speli out this victory

e a In islife

e b Andin its world
e 4 The power of evil is still strong and must be defeated




